
Report To: EXECUTIVE CABINET 

Date: 8 February 2017 

Executive Member / Reporting 
Officer: 

Councillor Lynn Travis – Executive Member  

Stephanie Butterworth– Executive Director, People  

Subject: PRIMARY, JUNIOR AND SECONDARY SCHOOL ADMISSION 
ARRANGEMENTS – RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION AND 
DETERMINATION OF ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
2018/19 

Report Summary: The report states the outcomes of the consultation on the 
admission arrangements and published admission numbers for 
Tameside community, and voluntary controlled schools for 
admission in September 2018. 

Recommendation: The Cabinet is recommended to approve: 

1) the determination of Published Admission Numbers for all 
voluntary controlled and community schools for 2018/19 
without change from those that applied for admission in 
2017/18 other than the changes set out in Appendix 5 of 
the Report; 

2) the determination of admission arrangements for all 
Tameside community and voluntary controlled schools for 
admission in 2018/19 as set out in Appendix 6 of the 
Report. 

Links to Community Strategy: The proposals contained within this report will support the 
delivery of the Community Strategy, through the delivery of 
sufficient and suitable places to meet anticipated increased 
demand in 2018/2019. 

Policy Implications: The admission arrangements for 2018/19 academic year for all 
voluntary controlled and community schools remain largely the 
same as for 2017/18 as determined in February 2016 with some 
amendments to admission numbers and the operation of waiting 
lists. 

Financial Implications: 
(Authorised by the Section 151 
Officer) 

The revenue expenditure associated with the education of 
children is funded by the Dedicated Schools Grant and Pupil 
Premium Grant. Both of these grants are ring fenced for the 
purposes of schools and pupil related expenditure.   

The report contains estimated increased revenue costs in 
relation to the increased classroom space being created in Hyde 
Community College via the Private Finance Initiative (PFI) 
contract.  

There will also be increased costs relating to the additional 
classroom space being created in Alder School via the PFI 
contract.  

The report contains a reference to potential increased catering 
costs at Mossley Hollins via the PFI contract but does not 
contain an estimate of these costs. 

Both elements of PFI related increased revenue costs need to 



be clarified by the PFI providers urgently. These additional costs 
will need including in updated versions of the School Governing 
Body agreements which are the basis of obtaining annual school 
contributions towards the cost of the PFI contracts. 

The increased revenue costs associated with the additional 
classroom space at Astley Sports College will be met directly by 
the School, who will need to include the additional costs in their 
medium term budget plans. 

The capital cost of creating additional places is ordinarily funded 
through Basic Need grant received by the Council from the 
Department For Education. There is £2.025m of the 2016/17 
Basic Need grant and £6.543m of the 2017/18 Basic Need grant 
(a total of £8.568m) unallocated on the current capital 
programme 

There are some commitments that have already been made 
from this funding which will be added to the existing capital 
programme. However, it should be noted that there will still be 
sufficient capital funding available to support the estimated 
capital costs contained in this report of £2.969m.  

These estimated costs need to be confirmed and assessed from 
a value for money perspective as a matter of urgency. 

Legal Implications: 
(Authorised by the Borough 
Solicitor) 

The Council as admission authority for community and voluntary 
controlled schools in its area, must before the beginning of each 
school year determine the admission arrangements which are to 
apply for that year (section 88C of the School Standards and 
Framework Act 1998 (“SSFA”)). 

The Council has a duty to act in accordance with the School 
Admissions Code (the Code); issued under section 84 of SSFA 
1998, and must ensure that its determined admission 
arrangements comply with the mandatory provisions of the 
Code. 

While it is for the Council to decide the admission arrangements 
that best suits its residents and its schools, it must ensure the 
arrangements: 

 Comply with law and regulations; and 

 Do not disadvantage applications to their schools from 
families resident in other local authorities (which would 
be contrary to rule established in R v Greenwich London 
Borough Council, ex parte John Ball Primary School 
(1989) (see paragraph 1.14, page 11 of the Code). 

Under section 86(1) of the SSFA 1998, parents have a right to 
express a preference for the school in which their child is to be 
educated.  However, some schools may have more applicants 
than places and will therefore be oversubscribed.  Section 1 of 
the Code provides guidelines and imposes mandatory 
requirements on setting fair oversubscription criteria, as part of 
admission arrangements, to be used to allocate places when a 
school is oversubscribed. 

The Council must if changing the admission arrangements 
conclude a statutory consultation over a 6 week period between 
1 October and 31 January.  The Council must then determine its 



admission arrangements, including its oversubscription criteria 
by the 28 February in the determination year (see section 88C of 
the SSFA 1998 and regulation 17 of the School Admissions 
(Admission Arrangements and Co-ordination of Admission 
Arrangements) (England) Regulations 2012. 

For a community or voluntary controlled school, the local 
authority (as admission authority) must consult at least the 
governing body of the school where it proposes either to 
increase or keep the same PAN. 

Under the Code each admission authority must maintain a clear, 
fair and objective waiting list until at least 31 December of each 
school year of admission, stating in their arrangements that each 
added child will require the list to be ranked again in line with the 
published oversubscription criteria. 

If the Council does not notify the Secretary of State that it has 
adopted a co-ordinated scheme by the 28 February the 
Secretary of State may impose one (see paragraph 2.20, page 
26 of the Code). 

The Council must then follow the determined published 
admission arrangements.  Failure to do so would amount to a 
breach of the Council’s statutory duty (see paragraph 2.7, page 
19 of the Code). 

Section 13A of the Education Act 1996 requires Local 
Authorities to ensure that their education functions are exercised 
with a view to promoting high standards, ensuring fair access to 
educational opportunity, and promoting the fulfilment by every 
child concerned of his educational potential.  The Council has a 
statutory duty under section 14(3A) of the Education Act 1996 to 
secure diversity and increase opportunities for parental choice 
when planning the provision of school places. 

Members will note that the sums quoted for works are estimates 
and that further work is required to confirm the figures as a 
matter of urgency as these will inform the report to Executive 
Cabinet and the recommendations required to confirm those 
works.  

Risk Management: Failure to determine admission arrangements and a coordinated 
admissions scheme by 15 March 2017 could result in the 
Secretary of State imposing admissions arrangements on the 
Council and lead to the displacement of children from 
community high schools. 

One of the Council’s remaining statutory responsibilities is to 
deliver sufficient and suitable places to meet projected demand 
for both primary and secondary pupils.  The proposals contained 
within this report will enable the Council to fulfil its statutory 
responsibilities in 2018/2019.  However, careful planning will be 
required to ensure the provision of both primary and secondary 
places in future years. 

Access to Information: The following documents are available on the website at: 

http://public.tameside.gov.uk/forms/Committeedocs.asp 

Appendix 1 Consultation response from Mr R 

http://public.tameside.gov.uk/forms/Committeedocs.asp


O’Regan, Headteacher of Alder 
Community High School 

Appendix 2 Consultation response from Mrs A 
Radcliffe, Headteacher of Hyde 
Community College and response from 
governors of the school. 

Appendix 3 Consultation response from Mr D 
Duncan, Executive Headteacher of 
Mossley Hollins High School and 
response from governors of the school. 

Appendix 4 Revised net capacity assessment for 
Mossley Hollins High School 

Appendix 5 Amendments to Community Schools 
Published Admission Numbers - 2018 
Entry. 

Appendix 6 Admission arrangements for Community 
and Voluntary Controlled Primary, Junior 
and Secondary schools for 2018/19. 

The background papers (including consultation documents and 
responses) relating to this report can be inspected by contacting  
Catherine Moseley, Head of Access and Inclusion by: 

Telephone: 0161 342 3302 

e-mail: catherine.moseley@tameside.gov.uk 

 

mailto:catherine.moseley@tameside.gov.uk


1. BACKGROUND 

1.1 All admission authorities are required to consult on their coordinated admission scheme and 
on changes to admission arrangements.  Where no changes are proposed to the coordinated 
admissions scheme or admission arrangements, there is no requirement to consult.  
Admission authorities must ensure that their determined admission arrangements comply 
with the mandatory requirements of the School Admissions Code 2014.  The consultation 
process follows a timetable determined by the Department for Education (DfE). 

 
1.2 Consultation must run for a minimum of six weeks between 1 October and 31 January.  

Admission arrangements must be determined by 28 February and must be published by 15 
March.  Following determination of the admission arrangements objections to those 
arrangements must be made to the Schools Adjudicator by 15 May. 

 
1.3 For entry to school in September 2018, one change has been proposed to the admission 

arrangements for community or voluntary controlled primary, junior and secondary schools 
and that is to reduce the number of preferences from six back to three.  Additionally, 
consultation has taken place with regard to the published admission number at four 
community secondary schools to accommodate the increasing secondary population.  There 
is a slight change proposed to the operation of waiting lists. 

 
1.4 The proposed changes relating to waiting lists will be reflected in the coordinated admissions 

scheme for 2018/19 and these will be published on the Council’s website on 1 January 2018 
as required by the School Admissions Code. 

 
 
2. CONSULTATION ON THE ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS AND PUBLISHED ADMISSION 

NUMBERS FOR ALL COMMUNITY AND VOLUNTARY CONTROLLED SCHOOLS FOR 
2018/19 

 
2.1 In October 2016, the Local Authority circulated the proposed published admission numbers 

and admission arrangements for community and voluntary controlled schools for 
consultation.  The closing date for the consultation was 11 November 2016. 

 
2.2 The following organisations were consulted: 
 

 The Headteacher and Governors of all Tameside maintained schools; 

 Parents; 

 Derbyshire Local Authority; 

 Manchester Local Authority; 

 Oldham Local Authority; 

 Stockport Local Authority; 

 Tameside Local Authority; 

 Chester Diocese; 

 Manchester Diocese; 

 Salford Diocese; 

 Shrewsbury Diocese; and 

 Local MPs 
 
2.3 A Public Notice was also published in the Manchester Weekly News (Tameside edition) on 6 

October 2016 in order to notify parents and other groups in the area of their rights to be 
consulted and the consultation was posted on the Tameside MBC website. 

 



3. CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE PUBLISHED ADMISSION 

NUMBERS FOR COMMUNITY SECONDARY FOR 2018/19 

3.1 The Council consulted on increasing the published admission number at four secondary 
schools to accommodate the forecast demand for secondary school places based on the 
number of pupils currently in primary schools in the borough.  They proposals were: 

 

School Current 
Published 
Admission 
Number 

Proposed Published 
Admission Number 

Alder Community High School 155 180 

Astley Sports College and Community 
High School 

150 180 

Hyde Technology School & Hearing 
Impaired Resource Base 

210 240 

Mossley Hollins High School 156 180 

 
3.2 There were six responses to the consultation.  Of these, three were from Headteachers, two 

from the governing body of a school and one from a parent. 
 
3.3 Alder Community High School 
 

Of the six written responses received by the Directorate of People, one was associated with 
Alder Community High School from the Headteacher of the school (Appendix 1). 

 

Concerns Directorate of People Response 

Governors will only agree to the proposed 
increase in students numbers from 155 to 
180 once we have written confirmation 
from the LA in terms of agreed plans for 
building works.  We will not reduce the 
quality of existing provision by admitting 
large numbers of students without 
appropriate works being done. 

If approved, the minutes of the Executive 
Cabinet meeting from 8 February 2017 will 
provide the written agreement to make the 
described changes to the building to 
accommodate additional pupils into the school. 

 
3.4 Astley Sports College and Community High School 
 

Of the six written responses received by the Directorate of People, none were associated 
with Astley Sports College and Community High School. 

 
3.5 Hyde Technology School & Hearing Impaired Resource Base 
 

Of the six written responses received by the Directorate of People, two were associated with 
Hyde Technology School & Hearing Impaired Resource Base.  One was associated with the 
Headteacher of the school and one with the governors of the school (Appendix 2). 
 
 

 

Concerns Directorate of People Response 

Impact on standards 

Spare capacity means that the school 

Hyde Community College is currently in a strong 
position with respect to standards.  Many of the key 



takes a number of in year transfers 

 

The best performing schools in 
Tameside are the smaller schools 

We will lose good staff if working 
conditions deteriorate and pressures 
mount 

performance measures at the end of Key Stage 4 
indicated strength in depth across the key curriculum 
areas and there is no reason to suppose that these 
would automatically be reduced as a consequence of 
increased numbers.  Leadership in the school is 
strong and the school’s processes and routines have 
become embedded over the past few years.  The 
Directorate’s view is that the school has the 
leadership capacity to respond to the new demands 
of increased numbers, whilst at the same time using 
the additional resources that this will bring to the 
benefit of all of the students.  The size of a school is 
only one of the factors that will dictate the quality of a 
school. 

Funding 

Impact on PFI legacy costs if this is to 
be a bulge not permanent.  PFI costs 
are based on capacity of the school 
not numbers on roll.  How will the 
affordability gap be addressed? 

 

There will not be enough funding to 
support growth as we will need to 
recruit staffing from September but 
funding does not come into school 
until following April 

 

The number of pupils predicted to come into 
secondary schools over the next few years means 
that there will be very little spare capacity, if any and 
therefore budgets will increase for the schools 
contained in these proposals. 

 

Growth funding via the DSG grant is available to 
support schools to increase numbers so that there is 
effectively no lag in pupil funding and this will happen 
for each year that a new bulge class is admitted.   

 

Negotiations will be undertaken with the PfI provider 
to minimise any increase in life cycle costs. 

Accommodation 

Not enough catering facilities 

 

Not enough staff to supervise at 
lunchtime 

 

Sixth form accommodation not fit for 
purpose 

 

School not involved in remodelling 
discussions 

 

Class sizes will need to rise 

 

Hearing Impaired learners will be 
affected 

 

Need additional space for exams and 

 

The lunch hour is currently half an hour but it would 
be a school decision to increase the length of time 
enable all pupils to get through the facilities 

 

Additional pupils would bring additional funds into the 
school which could be used to have additional 
staffing at lunchtimes 

 

The remodelling proposals will address this issue by 
making the sixth form classrooms larger to 
accommodate bigger classes 

 

Colleagues from the Education Capital Team and the 
architects included staff from the school in walk 
rounds the school with the architects and are fully 
aware of the plans.   

 

How classes are organised would be a matter for the 
school but an additional number of classrooms being 



assembly 

 

Changing rooms are designed for 210 

 

Additional furniture needed  

 

Traffic will worsen 

 

ICT needs replacing 

made available would not necessarily mean that 
class sizes would need to increase 

 

The number of hearing impaired learners are unlikely 
to rise as a result of the proposed increase in 
numbers at the school and so current arrangements 
would continue to meet the needs of learners. 

 

Assemblies and exams could be conducted in the 
sports hall which would be large enough to 
accommodate the additional pupils. 

 

We agree that changing rooms in the school are 
designed for 210 but presumably timetabling can be 
used to alleviate this as an issue within the school. 

 

Bulge classes in primary schools have been assisted 
with a one off capital grant to purchase furniture and 
equipment, Hyde Community College could use a 
grant to do the same which would then not be 
included in the life costs in the PfI contract and any 
damages could be replaced by themselves. 

 

There is likely to be some additional traffic with 
additional pupils but it will be a small percentage 
increase as a total of the school population.  There 
will not be 150 additional pupils immediately as there 
will be an additional 30 per year group from 
September 2018 onwards.  The large increase in 
pupils coming into secondary schools generally will 
mean an increase in traffic at whichever school they 
attend. 

 

Additional pupils coming into the school will generate 
additional funds which can be used towards the cost 
of ICT equipment.  Additionally, the school may wish 
to use some of the one off grant to support this. 

Lack of strategic planning 

Arrangements are being made at a 
late stage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Council has been in discussion with all 
Tameside secondary schools for at least five years 
and had hoped to address the issue with the 
cooperation of all schools.  However, only three 
schools have volunteered to take additional pupils 
and so the Council is now left with no alternative but 
to make these proposals to ensure it can meet its 
statutory duty to secure sufficient places in the 
borough.  If the Council does not progress the 
proposals in this report then it will have no alternative 
other than to put forward proposals for a second free 
school in the borough. 



 

 

One school has reduced its Published 
Admission Number from 180 to 240 
and we are being forced to increase 
our number 

 

The Council is aware of this and strongly objected to 
the proposal to reduce the Published Admission 
Number at the school but as the school is an 
academy and therefore its own admission authority, 
the decision to accept the proposal was made by the 
Regional Schools Commissioners Office, not the 
Council. 

Specific questions: 

When the Government devolves 
funding directly to schools (from 
2019?) how will the LA support our 
recovery from the deficit they have 
been instrumental in creating?  

 

 

When the Government devolve 
funding directly to schools, what will 
happen in relation to the PFI contract 
to which ALL schools in the LA 
currently contribute through ‘top-
slicing’ and further, what will happen 
to the PFI charges for individual 
schools to address the affordability 
gap?  

 

 

 

 

 

How will the national funding formula 
affect the school’s budget – will we be 
able to employ enough staff to 
educate 1200 students from what is 
left after PFI charges?  

  

 

Will (what little) remodelling (there is) 
lead to greater FM costs and if so how 
will the school sustain increased costs 
when pupil numbers begin to drop?  

 

 

Inflation costs are forecast to rise 
significantly; how will this impact on 
future PFI charges? –  

 

An associated recovery plan will require agreement 
between the Council and the Governing Body prior to 
31 March 2017 for the current three year budget 
planning period.  The agreed recovery plan will be 
monitored to ensure a balanced budget is 
subsequently delivered. 

 

Based on the guidance received to date specifically 
in relation to the top slice of DSG for PFI central 
affordability, the Council may have to delegate it 
directly to the Schools within the contracts from April 
2017 onwards.  

 

The Council will need to update the governing body 
agreements relating to each School to confirm the 
repayment to the Council of these shares of the top 
sliced DSG. 

 

 

The Schools Finance Support Team can provide an 
estimate of the funding for a full School and of the 
associated annual PFI costs. Individual Schools can 
then use this information to update budget plans and 
enable prudent financial planning. 

 

The remodelling proposals will address this issue by 
making the sixth form classrooms larger to 
accommodate bigger classes.  The Council is 
awaiting information on the revenue impact to School 
of the proposals in future financial years. 

 

The funding proposals from 2018/19 onwards that 
are being consulted on include adding annual Retail 
Prices Index (RPIX) inflation to the specific PFI 
funding factor which would mean that the top slice 
increases at the same rate as the PFI contacts which 
are also based on RPIX. However, this would not 
affect each School’s standard annual contribution. 

 



 Mossley Hollins High School 
3.6 Of the six written responses received by the Directorate of People, three were associated 

with Mossley Hollins High School.  One was associated with the Headteacher of the school 
and one with the governors of the school (Appendix 3). 

 

Concerns Directorate of People Response 

At the time of the 2006 Building 
Schools for the Future (BSF) bid, the 
school requested to increase to an 
admission number of 180 but this was 
rejected by the DfE 

In 2006, the Office for National Statistics did not 
predict any population growth for Tameside or within 
England.  Indeed the Council was requested to 
decrease the number of secondary places for the 
Department for Children, Schools and Families 
(DCSF) because of this as it was at a time of high 
surplus places.  All of this was considered within the 
governance process at the time.  In 2006, there were 
3190 secondary school places and this was reduced 
to 2796 through the rationalisation of six schools into 
three through the BSF process. 

The proposal for Mossley Hollins High School is that 
the increase in pupil numbers would be on a 
temporary basis to accommodate the high level of 
secondary pupils for a period of approximately seven 
years.  The school can then revert back to a lower 
admission number if it wanted to at that point. 

The school was designed to 
accommodate five forms of entry not 
six 

The school was built to accommodate 6 forms of 
entry with 25 students per class as a school 
management request which dictated the number of 
spaces within the new build. However, the actual 
spaces were equipped for 30 students per class 
because the build was funded as a 5 form entry 
intake (30 per class). We had to make sure that if the 
management of the school changed, that children 
(30) could be accommodated in each of the class 
spaces, the classrooms are approx. 55m2.  

School has already asked for some changes to take 
place which involves reducing the size of the LRC to 
create an additional office space and redesigning the 
current staff room to make the kitchen area into its 
own room. 

We have already increased our 
Published Admissions Number from 
150 to 156 to help reduce the deficit 
that the new school and PFI costs 
have created. 

The additional pupils going into Mossley Hollins are 
welcome now that the number of pupils going into 
secondary schools is beginning to increase. 

If the Local Authority needs our school 
to be formally 6 forms of entry with an 
intake of 900 students, further 
accommodation would need to be 
built onto the school as a matter of 
urgent necessity.   

The Published Admission Number (PAN) for each 
school is determined annually and is broadly based 
on the Net Capacity Assessment (NCA) for the 
school. The NCA is derived from a formula devised 
by the Department for Education which measures the 
capacity of the school, taking into account the total 
space available and the amount of both general and 
specialist teaching areas.   The formula calculates 
the total number of pupils that the school can 



accommodate.   This is then divided by the number 
of year groups in the school to give the Indicated 
Admission Number (IAN) for each year group. 

With the accommodation available, the net capacity 
assessment for Mossley Hollins shows that the 
school can have an indicated admission number of 
800 (Appendix 4)  

There will be an impact on standards 
if the school has to increase numbers 
as this will mean that lower ability 
groups will need to increase in size 

Mossley Hollins High School is currently in a strong 
position with respect to standards.  Although results 
in 2016 were not as positive as had been hoped 
there is a strong tradition of academic excellence at 
the school and there is no reason to suppose that 
these would automatically be reduced as a 
consequence of increased numbers.  Moreover, the 
additional numbers that would be coming into the 
school would in the main be coming from primary 
partner schools where there is a proven track record 
in terms of transition and shared intelligence. 
Leadership in the school is strong, and the school’s 
processes and routines have become embedded 
over the past few years.  The Directorate’s view is 
that the school has the leadership capacity to 
respond to the new demands of increased numbers, 
whilst at the same time using the additional 
resources that this will bring to the benefit of all of the 
students.  The size of a school is only one of the 
factors that will dictate the quality of a school. 

There are other schools in the 
borough who could absorb the surplus 

The Council has been in discussion with all 
Tameside secondary schools for at least five years 
and had hoped to address the issue with the 
cooperation of all schools.  However, only three 
schools have volunteered to take additional pupils 
and so the Council is now left with no alternative but 
to make these proposals to ensure it can meet its 
statutory duty to secure sufficient places in the 
borough. 

 

If the Council does not progress the proposals in this 
report then it will have no alternative other than to put 
forward proposals for a second free school in the 
borough. 

 
 
4 CONSULTATION ON TAMESIDE ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS FOR ALL COMMUNITY 

AND VOLUNTARY CONTROLLED SCHOOLS FOR 2018/19 
 
4.1 The Council consulted on two amendments to the admission arrangements for community 

and voluntary controlled schools, one relating to waiting lists and one relating to the number 
of parental preferences on each application for a school place. 

 
4.2 The proposed amendment to waiting lists are mainly administrative.  Currently, when a 

school year group is full, the School Admissions Team maintains a waiting list and this is 
held in oversubscription criteria order.  If a place becomes available then it is offered to the 



pupil at the top of the waiting list.  The proposed change is aimed at speeding up the process 
of allocating a place as it will now include the following text: 

 “A place from the waiting list will only be held for two school days.  Tameside Council 
will use the information provided on the original application to contact parents, it is the 
responsibility of parents to change their details with the School Admissions Team if 
they move house or change their phone number.  If no response is received from a 
parent who has been offered a place from the waiting list within the 2 school day limit, it 
will be offered to the next child on the ranked list and so on until the place is filled.” 

 “If a parent is offered a place from the waiting list and rejects it or does not respond to 
requests by email or answerphone message to contact the School Admissions Team, 
they will be removed from that waiting list.” 

4.3 The proposed amendment to the number of parental preferences that can be nominated in 
an application for a school place is to change this from six to three.  In March 2012, following 
the publication of a new School Admissions Code, the Council made the decision to increase 
the number of parental preferences from three to six in line with neighbouring boroughs to 
prevent Tameside children being disadvantaged against children from other boroughs 
applying for a place in Tameside. 

 
4.4 The Council was made aware that neighbouring local authorities were considering plans to 

reduce the number of preferences that parents could nominate.  In fact, only Derbyshire 
County Council has reduced to three preferences.  Whilst neighbouring local authorities 
retain six parental preferences, it is in the interests of Tameside parents to do the same and 
so this consultation option will not be pursued. 

 
4.5 No responses were received relating to proposed changes to waiting lists or the number of 

parental preferences on each application for a school place. 
 
4.6 Of the six responses received to the consultation, two related to the consultation on 

Tameside Admission Arrangements for all community and voluntary controlled schools for 
2018/19.  One was from the Headteacher of Alder Community High School and one was 
from a parent of a primary aged child living in the Mossley area. 

 

Concerns Directorate of People Response 

Partner primary schools 

 

I would also like to point out that Greave 
Primary is the second closest primary 
school (after Gee Cross Holy Trinity) and 
Tameside residents are being denied the 
opportunity to send their children to Alder 
because their child does not attend a 
‘Tameside Primary School’.  I would like 
Greave to be added to our list of partner 
primaries. 

Whilst it is acknowledged that some of the pupils 
from Greave Primary School may live in 
Tameside, the reason for rejecting other 
potential oversubscription options for Tameside 
primary schools was to balance the statutory 
requirement for Tameside to provide sufficient 
places for Tameside residents against a 
geographical legacy of schools being on the 
geographical borders.  This was discussed in 
detail in the Executive Cabinet report of 24 June 
2015 and August 2015.  Under the previous 
oversubscription criteria parents of children 
educate outside the borough would have fallen 
within category 5 (distance) and therefore there 
is no appreciable difference.  It is not 
recommended to add Greave Primary School to 
the list of partner primary schools. 

My child doesn’t attend a partner primary 
school but we live in Mossley.  Will they be 

The oversubscription criteria were reviewed in 
August 2015 and agreed with the School 



eligible for a place at Mossley Hollins High 
School. 

Adjudicator.  From the limited information 
provided in the consultation response, it is likely 
that the application will be considered under 
Criterion 5 – any other applications after 
applications from Criteria 1 – 4 of the 
oversubscription criteria.  In the previous two 
years when the same criteria were used to 
allocate places, pupils in a similar position would 
not have been allocated a school place. 

 

The School Admissions Code does not allow 
admission authorities to set oversubscription 
criteria which actively discriminate against 
applications on the grounds of the local authority 
area that they live in.  This is discussed in detail 
in section 5 of the Executive Cabinet report from 
24 June 2015 
http://www.tameside.gov.uk/executive/cabinet/2
4jun15/agenda . 

 
 
5 INCREASES TO PUBLISHED ADMISSION NUMBERS AND CONSIDERATION OF 

FACTORS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
5.1 The Council has been proactive in tackling the issue of rising births over recent years.  The 

Published Admission Number (PAN) has been increased at many primary schools but these 
primary pupils are now beginning to move through to secondary schools and more needs to 
be done to accommodate all pupils.  From the graph below, it can be seen that the surge in 
births is not expected to be a permanent issue as it has begun to fall.  Therefore, proposals 
need to be a mix of permanent and temporary as these will become surplus in years to 
come. 

 
 
5.2 Tameside Council is the admission authority for six community schools in the borough and 

therefore can propose increases in published admission numbers at its own schools.  Those 
schools in the borough that are voluntary aided or academies are in control of the own 
published admission numbers and the Council cannot dictate increases in these schools. 

 
5.3 Tameside Council has a statutory duty to secure sufficient places for all pupils resident in the 

borough but the ability to directly procure these places is limited to its community schools.  
Officers from the Council have been talking to Headteachers at all schools in Tameside but 

http://www.tameside.gov.uk/executive/cabinet/24jun15/agenda
http://www.tameside.gov.uk/executive/cabinet/24jun15/agenda


particularly from voluntary aided schools and academies for a number of years to encourage 
them to put forward proposals to increase their admission numbers in view of the increase in 
numbers coming through from primary schools.  Only two schools have agreed to an 
increase, St Damian’s RC Science College (an additional 15 places per year group from 
September 2017) and Copley High School (an additional 30 places per year group from 
September 2019 as a bulge for three to four years depending on demand).  West Hill 
School’s governing body is considering a small increase (an additional 5 places per year 
group from September 2018). 

 
5.4 Members will be aware that there is a successful free school application for Tameside that 

has been proposed by the Laurus Trust, a multi-academy trust with Cheadle Hulme High 
School as its founder member school.  This will bring an additional 180 places per year group 
from September 2018. 

 
5.5 Tameside has used a mixture of permanent and temporary places in primary schools to 

accommodate the increase in population.  A bulge group in secondary schools is somewhat 
different to a bulge class in a primary school due to the different nature of how learning takes 
place.  Primary provision is largely based in one classroom so a bulge class can be 
accommodated with the addition of one classroom which were often accommodated in either 
surplus accommodation such as a room that was used as a community room or IT suite 
within a school or in a demountable classroom.  Secondary schools pupils move around 
school for different lessons and also learn in specialist resources such as science labs and 
so a bulge group requires a more detailed look at the accommodation required. 

 
5.6 Given the predicted number of pupils for September 2018 and for the following six years, the 

Council now has little choice but to put forward proposals to increase numbers in its 
community schools even though three out of the four schools are objecting to the increase.  
The following graph illustrates the issues. 

 

 
 
5.7 A number of factors are used to predict how many year 7 places will be needed in the 

borough.  These include birth rates, the number of pupils in primary schools, in year pupil 
movement and planned housing developments.  These factors give a range within which 
demand for school places need to be assessed.  For many years, the Council has used an 
average of Year 6 numbers plus 5% to give an indication of demand.  However, in recent 
years that has increased to 6% and the amount of planned housing development and inward 
migration gives the Council cause to look at even higher numbers than in previous years 
hence the range of values in the chart above and table below. 

 



Sept 17 Sept 18 Sept 19 Sept 20 Sept 21 Sept 22 Sept 23 Sept 24 Sept 25 Sept 26

2699 2773 2953 2926 3002 2870 3038 2832 2839 2732

2834 2912 3101 3072 3152 3014 3190 2974 2981 2869

2861 2939 3130 3102 3182 3042 3220 3002 3009 2896

2969 3050 3248 3219 3302 3157 3342 3115 3123 3005

2806 3050 3080 3080 3080 3050 3050 3050 3050 3050

Predicted intake (10%)

Places available

Primary numbers

Predicted intake (5%)

Cohort survival (6%)

 
 
5.8 It can be seen that even with the proposed increase in places from this consultation and the 

new free school opening, there is still a need for additional places in future years. 
 
5.9 The following tables outline the nature of the proposals needed to accommodate the 

increases in the four secondary schools. 
 

Proposal Increase the published admission number at Alder Community High 
School from 155 to 180 from September 2018 

Bulge or permanent 
increase 

Permanent 

Building work / 
remodelling required to 
accommodate additional 
pupils 

This involves the construction of a four-classroom extension, and the 
remodelling of existing P.E. changing and toilet areas. In addition, two 
classrooms to be created from existing internal areas and the 
adaptation of a general classroom into a “dry” science laboratory in 
area G of the school. 

Indicative initial cost of 
building work / 
remodelling 

Further work is required to refine the costs however Interserve has 
estimated a total build cost of £1,155,824 plus VAT. Additional costs 
for contract management, SPV fees and Interserve overheads and 
profit will need to be added. It would be prudent to make allowance for 
a capital budget of £1.5 million at this stage. 

Additional 
considerations (e.g. 
increased FM costs; 
increased PFI costs) 

There will be increased FM costs for the four- classroom extension. 
There may be some additional costs for increased catering provision. 
Some other life-time costings may be avoided as a result of the 
conversion of spaces. Firm figures have been requested from 
Interserve and are expected at the end of January or early February. 

 

Additional costs will also include loose furniture and equipment – 
currently estimated at £10,000. 

 

 

Proposal Increase the published admission number at Astley Community High 
School from 150 to 180 from September 2018 

Bulge or permanent 
increase 

Permanent 

Building work / 
remodelling required to 
accommodate additional 
pupils 

The project is an internal remodelling of some existing classrooms to 
create or re-locate specialist teaching areas. Three Science Labs and 
a Science Prep room are required in the main building (remodelled 
from general classrooms) and some rooms in the modular building 
need to be converted into general classrooms. A specialist Music 
Room, a Drama Room and a Food Technology Room are also 
required and can be created by remodelling existing accommodation. 
The school’s dining hall is also in need of new flooring. 

Indicative initial cost of 
building work / 
remodelling 

An indicative budget cost of £450,000.00 subject to further work to 
refine detail, procurement and tendering. 

 



Proposal Increase the published admission number at Astley Community High 
School from 150 to 180 from September 2018 

Additional 
considerations (eg 
increased FM costs; 
increased PFI costs) 

In addition to the remodelling costs there is likely to be further 
expenditure on some specialist equipment and furniture. 

 

 
 

Proposal Increase the published admission number at Hyde Community 
College from 210 to 240 from September 2018 

Bulge or permanent 
increase 

Bulge 

Building work / 
remodelling required to 
accommodate additional 
pupils 

Conversion of the construction shed to provide four standard size and 
a further smaller classroom; conversion of the 6th form area to provide 
four classrooms and conversion of the 6th form lecture theatre to 
provide a further classroom 

The above describes a range of projects that could be carried out 
depending on the finances available and are listed in priority order. 

Indicative initial cost of 
building work / 
remodelling 

The costs below are indicative and shown for each area 

Construction Shed (4.5 classes) - £590,150 

6th Form Area (4 classes)  – £210,460 

6th Form Lecture Theatre (1 class) - £218,400 

Additional 
considerations (eg 
increased FM costs; 
increased PFI costs) 

FM costs will increase to take account of the additional floor area. 
There will be an increase in catering costs. Additional furniture will be 
required – allow £20,000 for new classroom furniture. Lifecycle costs 
will also need to be added. 

A deed of Variation will be required and there will also be Legal costs 
incurred in addition to the works above. 

The detailed mechanical and electrical aspects are still being 
developed and once this specification is agreed costs will be able to 
be firmed up. At this stage based on similar schemes elsewhere it is 
estimated that the ANNUAL maintenance costs (including 
cleaning) will amount to £16,500. 

The Lifecycle costs (across the remaining contract life) are also 
dependent on the final M&E specification but are likely to be of the 
order of £51,500. 

 
 

Proposal Increase the published admission number at Mossley Hollins High 
School from 156 to 180 from September 2018 

Bulge or permanent 
increase 

Bulge 

Building work / 
remodelling required to 
accommodate additional 
pupils 

Additional pupils expected to admitted without additional building 
works or remodelling 

 

 



Proposal Increase the published admission number at Mossley Hollins High 
School from 156 to 180 from September 2018 

Indicative initial cost of 
building work / 
remodelling 

Nil 

 

 

Additional 
considerations (eg 
increased FM costs; 
increased PFI costs) 

There may be additional costs for catering provision. 

 

 

 

 
5.10 Without progressing the above proposals, the Council will need to consider how it can meet 

its statutory responsibility to provide sufficient places in the borough.  The only way that the 
Council could reasonably do this would be to bring forward proposals for a second free 
school. 

 
 
6. FINANCIAL RESOURCES 
 
6.1 Basic need funding has been allocated to local authorities by the DfE.  This is because local 

authorities are responsible for ensuring that there are sufficient schools locally to meet 
demand.  Local authorities can use this money to fund projects at any publicly-funded 
schools, including voluntary-aided schools, academies and existing or new Free Schools 
where they address basic need pressures.  The DfE accepts that this funding only delivers 
80% of the investment needed for mainstream places and about 60% to 70% for special 
school places. The DFE request annual updates about how Basic Need funding has been 
used each year and how many new places it has created. 

 
6.2 The Council was allocated £12,488,962 Basic Need capital funding for the two financial 

years 2016/17 to 2017/18, to support the delivery of capital projects necessary to increase 
the capacity of schools and meet increased demand for places.  Unfortunately, the Council 
has not been allocated any basic need funding for 2018/19.  Only £3,921,698 of these 
allocations have already been formally earmarked for existing schemes on the capital 
programme. This means that there is still £8,567,264 of unallocated Basic Need funding 
available on the capital programme to support the capital costs of the proposed works. 

 
6.3 The estimated capital cost of providing the increase to the published admission number at 

the four secondary schools referenced in Section 5.9 of this report totals £2.969m. These 
costs need to be both confirmed and assessed from a value for money perspective, as a 
matter of urgency. The revenue implications of the additional accommodation also need to 
be confirmed as soon as possible by the PFI providers to enable the Council to draft updated 
governing body agreements that reflect the increased contributions required from each 
School as a result of the proposals.  
 

6.4 It is important to note that significant numbers of additional pupil places will still be required 
beyond the proposals relating to the four community schools in this report.  The 
establishment of new free schools may also require a financial contribution from Basic Need 
resources. 

 
 
 
 



7. FUTURE DEMAND FOR SCHOOL PLACES 
 
7.1 The birth rate in Tameside has fallen slightly overall in the last four years and this is following 

the same pattern of the birth rate curve in the borough over the last 40 years.  The current 
prediction is that the birth rate will continue to fall but as with the last high in births which was 
not as high as the peak in 1991; the low may not be as low as it was in 2002.  In effect, the 
curve appears to be flattening out. 

 
7.2 Should this pattern continue, the need to increase primary school places diminishes but it 

increases in secondary schools as the rise in the population moves through primary schools 
as discussed in Section 5.7 – 5.8 of this report. 

 
 
8. NEXT STEPS 
 
8.1 All admission authorities are required to determine their admission arrangements by 28 

February 2017 and a copy must be submitted to the Council.  All admission arrangements 
must be published on the Council website by 15 March 2017 together with notice informing 
members of the public that they may to write to the Schools Adjudicator by 15 May should 
they have objections to the arrangements. 

 
8.2 The 2014 School Admission Code requires the Local Authority to refer an objection to the 

Schools Adjudicator, if it is of the view that the admission arrangements determined by other 
admission authorities are unlawful.  The Local Authority must also make a report to the 
Schools Adjudicator about the admission arrangements of schools in the area by 15 May 
each year.  This report must include information about how admission arrangements in the 
area serve the interests of looked after children; children with disabilities and children with 
special educational needs; an assessment of the effectiveness of Fair Access Protocols; the 
number and percentage of lodged and upheld parental appeals and any other issues the 
local authority may wish to include. 

 
8.3 The determined admission arrangements of all Academies and Voluntary Aided schools will 

be reviewed in light of comments sent as part of the consultation and at that point a decision 
will be made about referrals to the School Adjudicator if it is felt that any arrangements do not 
comply with the Code. 

 
 
9. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
9.1 As set out on the front page of this report. 
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APPENDIX 5 
 

TAMESIDE MBC: COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOLS 
PUBLISHED ADMISSION NUMBERS - 2018 ENTRY 

 
 

School Published 
Admission Number 

Alder Community High School 180 

Astley Sports College and Community High School 180 

Denton Community College 270 

Hyde Technology School & Hearing Impaired Resource Base 240 

Longdendale Community Language College 180  

Mossley Hollins High School 180 

 
  



 

APPENDIX 6 

ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS FOR TAMESIDE COMMUNITY  
AND VOLUNTARY CONTROLLED PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

2018/19 ACADEMIC YEAR 
 

1 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1  These arrangements apply to the admission of children to Tameside community and 

voluntary controlled primary schools in the normal admissions round for the academic year 
2018/19.  Tameside will operate an equal preference scheme.   These arrangements do not 
apply to those being admitted for nursery provision including nursery provision delivered in 
a co-located children’s centre; 

 
1.2 Children in Tameside are eligible for a Reception place from the beginning of the school 

year in which they become 5 years old.  However they do not become of compulsory school 
until the start of the term after their fifth birthday.  Parents may therefore request that their 
school place be deferred until later in the school year and if they do this the place will be 
held for the child.  However they cannot defer entry beyond the beginning of the term after 
the child’s fifth birthday.  Parents of summer born children can request that their child is 
placed outside their age range if they feel that their child will not be ready for school.  
Parents can also request that their child attends on a part time basis until the child reaches 
compulsory school age. 

 
1.3 Parents of children who are admitted for nursery provision must apply for a place at the 

school if they want their child to transfer to the reception class; attendance at a nursery or 
co-located children’s centre does not guarantee admission to the school. 

 
2 APPLYING FOR A PLACE IN A TAMESIDE COMMUNITY AND VOLUNTARY 

CONTROLLED PRIMARY SCHOOL SEPTEMBER 2018 
 
2.1 If you are a Tameside resident you must make your application online to Tameside Local 

Authority, even if you wish your child to attend a school in another Local Authority area.  
You should put your child’s name down at any Tameside primary school by the beginning 
of October 2017.  

 
2.2 Tameside primary schools will forward details of all the children who have been registered 

with them to the Local Authority Admissions Team, who will send out details of how to apply 
online in November 2017.  Details will include where to view Starting Out and a letter 
explaining how to make your application.  You should use your application to apply for any 
primary school, whether this is in Tameside or in another Local Authority area.  Application 
details may also be obtained from the School Admissions Section at Tameside MBC.  
Starting Out will be available on Tameside’s website.  NB: Each school application should 
be discussed with all parents and carers of the child, and only one application may be 
submitted for each child. 

 
2.3 The local authority may verify information you provide on your application, which could 

involve contacting other departments of the local authority.  In instances where the 
information provided is different from that held by them, they may use the information on 
the application to investigate further.  If false or misleading information is given, Tameside 
local authority has the right to withdraw the offer of a school place.   

 
2.4 If you are not a Tameside resident you must make your application to the Local Authority 

where you live, even if you wish your child to attend a Tameside school.  Applications must 



be returned in accordance with your own local authority’s specific instructions and not to 
Tameside. 

 
3 THE PROCESS 
 
3.1 The application will invite parents to indicate a preference for up to 3 schools, and then to 

rank the schools in order of preference, parents will also be able to give reasons for each 
preference.  

 
3.2 Your online application must be submitted by the closing date of 15 January 2018, with any 

supporting information / evidence if appropriate. 
 
3.3 The council will follow the timetable set out in the coordinated admissions scheme. Late 

applications will be dealt with as late and ranked after all applications received by the 
deadline.   

 
3.4 Changes to preferences, ranking order, or pupil details, will not be allowed after the closing 

date of 15 January 2018, except in exceptional circumstances, for example, if the family 
has recently moved address.  Evidence must be provided to support the request.  An 
intention to change address cannot be considered by the local authority until the move has 
actually taken place and proof is available, or parents may provide a solicitor’s letter 
confirming an exchange of contracts on a property, or a tenancy agreement and proof of 
disposal of current property.  No changes can be considered even where there are 
exceptional circumstances, once information has been exchanged with other admission 
bodies because the allocations process has commenced.  In the case of primary schools 
this cut-off date is the 9 February 2018. 

 
3.5 Notification of offers of a single school place will be sent out to parents on 16 April 2018.  

These notifications will also inform parents of their right of appeal, and who to contact, if an 
application has not been successful. 

 
3.6 Parents will not receive multiple offers. 
 
4 PUBLISHED ADMISSION NUMBERS FOR TAMESIDE COMMUNITY AND VOLUNTARY 

CONTROLLED PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
 
4.1 A list of all Tameside community and voluntary controlled primary schools, with their 

respective Published Admission Numbers, can be found here: 
http:/www.tameside.gov.uk/schools/admissions/1819 

 
4.2 Where applications for admission to any school exceed the number of places available, the 

following criteria will be applied, in the order set out below, to decide which children to 
admit. 

 

5 CRITERIA FOR ALLOCATING PLACES TO OVERSUBSCRIBED SCHOOLS 
 
5.1 Children with statements of special educational needs where the school is named will be 

allocated places before the oversubscription criteria are applied.  The criteria for over-
subscription for community and voluntary controlled primary schools are: 

 
1. Looked after Children or children who have previously been looked after but 

immediately after being looked after became subject to an adoption, residence, or 
special guardianship order.  
 

A looked after child is a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) being provided 



with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services functions 

(see the definition in section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989) 

 
2. Children and families with exceptional medical or social needs  

 
Written evidence must be provided by a suitably qualified professional – e.g. a GP or 
consultant for medical needs, or a social worker for social needs – the information must 
confirm the exceptional medical or social need and demonstrate how the specified school is 
the only school that can meet the defined needs of the child.  A panel of officers from 
Tameside MBC will make a decision as to whether to admit a child under this criterion, 
using the evidence provided.  Parents/carers are responsible for providing all information in 
support of an application by the closing date, officers of the Council will not ask for 
additional information.  All information provided will be treated in the strictest confidence. 

 
3. Sibling 
 
This will apply where there are brothers or sisters attending the school or the linked junior 
school at the time of application, who will still be attending at the time of admission, i.e. in 
the September when a pupil is admitted to Reception.   Preference will be given to pupils 
living nearest to the school. 

 
The sibling criterion includes; natural sisters/brothers; half sisters/brothers; step 
sisters/brothers; adopted sisters/brothers; sisters/brothers of fostered children; children of 
the parent/carer’s partner, and in each case living at the same address. This allows for the 
admittance of children whose siblings will still be attending the preferred school.   

 
4. All other applications on distance 
 
Preference will be given to pupils living nearest to the school taking into account ease of 
access to and distance from alternative schools.   

 
Ease of access will be considered when parents provide details of particular reasons that 
mean their child could reach their nearest school but will have a disproportionately long 
journey to another school if denied admission to their nearest school.  Details must be 
provided in with the application. 
 
Distance will be measured as a straight line from the child’s home address, using the 
address point assigned by the National Land and Property Gazetteer, to the main gate to 
the school property.  Measurements will be made using the local authority’s school 
admissions data mapping software, which uses a Geographical Information System based 
on Ordnance Survey.   
 

5.2 Where oversubscription occurs in applying either criteria 1, 2 or 3, priority will be given to 
those pupils living nearest the school, measured as a straight line (as above).   

 
5.3 The address from which distance will be measured will be the permanent residential 

address, at the time of application, of the parent with whom the child is normally resident.  
Where a child lives with parents with shared responsibility, each for part of a week, the 
home address is the address from which the child travels to school for the majority of 
school days per week.    

 
5.4 In the event of distances being the same for 2 or more applications where this distance 

would be the last place/s to be allocated, the place will be allocated to the pupil that is 
nearer using walking distance as measured using the local authority’s school admissions 
data mapping software. 

 



5.5 An adoption order is an order under section 46 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002. A 
‘residence order’ is as an order settling the arrangements to be made as to the person with 
whom the child is to live under section 8 of the Children Act 1989. Section 14A of the 
Children Act 1989 defines a ‘special guardianship order’ as an order appointing one or 
more individuals to be a child’s special guardian (or special guardians). 

 
5.6 In cases where twins, triplets, or other multiple birth siblings are split when allocations take 

place, they will be allocated a place over the Published Admission Number and will remain 
excepted pupils for the time they are in an infant class or until the class numbers fall back to 
the current infant class size limit.   

 
 
6 SUMMER BORN CHILDREN  
 
6.1 In December 2014, the government issued non-statutory guidance to help admission 

authorities deal with parental requests for summer born children to be admitted out of their 
normal age group.   

 
6.2 School admission authorities are required to provide for the admission of all children in the 

September following their fourth birthday, but flexibilities exist for children whose parents do 
not feel they are ready to begin school before they reach compulsory school age. 

 
6.3 Where a parent requests their child is admitted out of their normal age group, the school 

admission authority is responsible for making the decision on which year group a child 
should be admitted to. They are required to make a decision on the basis of the 
circumstances of the case and in the best interests of the child concerned. 

 
6.4 There is no statutory barrier to children being admitted outside their normal age group, but 

parents do not have the right to insist that their child is admitted to a particular age group. 
 
6.5 A parent who chooses not to send their summer born child to school until they have 

reached compulsory school age may request that their child is admitted outside their normal 
age group - to reception rather than year 1.  

 
6.6 Parents should submit reasons for requesting admission for their child outside of the normal 

age range together with their application.  The online application provides space to do this 
and you should also submit views of medical professionals as necessary.  A decision will be 
made taking account of parents’ wishes, information about the child’s academic, social and 
emotional development; and whether they have previously been educated outside their 
normal age group. Each request will be treated on an individual basis having regard to the 
views of an educational professional who will be involved in educating the child.   

 
6.7 Each request and the evidence provided will be considered by a panel of officers from 

Tameside MBC who will make a decision on the parental request, using the evidence 
provided.  Parents/carers are responsible for providing all information in support of an 
application by the closing date, officers of the Council will not ask for additional information.  
All information provided will be treated in the strictest confidence.  

 

7. ADMISSION OF CHILDREN OF UK SERVICE PERSONNEL 
 
7.1 The council acknowledges that service families are subject to movement within the UK and 

from abroad.  Although the council is not able to reserve places for blocks of pupils we will 
consider requests, if accompanied by an official MOD letter declaring a relocation date and 
a Unit postal address or quartering area address. For in year admissions places will be 
allocated, subject to a place being available in the relevant year group, prior to moving.  If 
we are unable to allocate a place at that time, parents will be offered the right to appeal. 



8 IN YEAR TRANSFERS 
 
8.1 Parents wishing to apply for an in year transfer to a school in Tameside should apply using 

the Common Transfer Application Form.  The Common Transfer Application Form can be 
obtained from the Headteacher of the school the child currently attends, if in Tameside or it 
can be downloaded from the Tameside Council website: www.tameside.gov.uk/admissions.   

 
8.2 Forms should be fully completed and submitted with any additional/supplementary 

documentation/evidence to the School Admissions Team to enable their application to be 
considered as quickly as possible. 

 
8.3 If you want to transfer your child to a school in Tameside, you must apply through 

Tameside Council even if you live in another area. If you want to apply for a school in 
another area, you will need to contact that area for further details of what you need to do. 

 
8.4 If a place is available in the requested year group, parents will normally be offered that 

place but there are some exceptions (see Fair Access Protocol section). 
 
8.5 Parents will receive an offer of a school place through Tameside Council and this can take 

up to 20 school days. 
 
 
9 IN YEAR FAIR ACCESS PROTOCOL 
 
9.1 All local authorities have a Fair Access Protocol for in year transfers that ensures the 

speedy admission of pupils who may experience difficulty in being allocated a school place, 
for example, if they have been out of school for a long period of time. With specific short 
term exceptions, all schools in Tameside are participants in the protocol, which may result 
in schools admitting pupils over their published admission number.  Full details of the In 
Year Fair Access Protocol can be found on the Council’s website 
http://www.tameside.gov.uk/schools/primarytransfers  

 

10 WAITING LISTS 
 
10.1 If any school is oversubscribed the Council will maintain a waiting list.  The waiting list will 

operate until the end of the relevant school year.  Parents who have expressed the school 
as a preference and have not been offered a place at the school, or at a higher preference 
school, will automatically be placed on the waiting list.  All pupils on the waiting list will be 
ranked according to the oversubscription criteria.  When a place becomes available 
children who have been referred under the local authority’s Fair Access protocol or who is 
the subject of a direction by the local authority to admit will be given precedence over any 
other children on the waiting list. Then any places will be offered to the highest ranked 
application received by the date the place becomes available.  If new or late applications 
have a higher priority under the oversubscription criteria, they will be ranked higher than 
those who have been on the list for some time.  If the circumstances of children on the 
waiting list change (eg they move house) they should inform the Council immediately and 
provide appropriate supporting evidence. 

 
10.2 A place from the waiting list will only be held for two school days.  Tameside Council will 

use the information provided on the original application to contact parents, it is the 
responsibility of parents to change their details with the School Admissions Team if they 
move house or change their phone number.  If no response is received from a parent who 
has been offered a place from the waiting list within the 2 school day limit, it will be offered 
to the next child on the ranked list and so on until the place is filled. 

 

http://www.tameside.gov.uk/schools/primarytransfers


10.3 If a parent is offered a place from the waiting list and rejects it or does not respond to 
requests by email or answerphone message to contact the School Admissions Team, they 
will be removed from that waiting list.     

 
 
11 APPEALS 
 
11.1 Any parent who is refused admission to a preferred school has the right of appeal to an 

Independent Appeals Panel. For pupils with a statement of Special Educational Needs, an 
appeal can be made to the SEN and Disability Tribunal (details are included in the 
Statement). 

 
11.2 Parents, who wish to appeal against the decision of the local authority to refuse admission 

to a preferred school, should do so in writing, setting out clearly why your child should go to 
that particular school.  Information about appeals will be sent out with the allocation letter 
and can also be found on the School Admissions webpage 
http://www.tameside.gov.uk/schools/admissions.. 

 
11.3 The Appeals Panel will: 

 be independent of the school and the LA; 

 give the appellant, who may be accompanied by a friend or be represented, the 
 opportunity to make oral representation; 

 
11.4 The Local Authority will: 

 give the appellant at least ten school days notice of the time and place of the 
 hearing; 

 
11.5 The clerk will: 

 send the appeal papers to the appellant at least seven working days before the 
 hearing. 

 
11.6 The appeal shall be decided by a simple majority of the votes cast, the chairman of the 

panel having a casting vote. 
 
11.7 The decision of the Appeals Panel and the grounds on which it was made shall be 

communicated by the Clerk in writing to the appellant.  That decision shall be binding on all 
parties. Subject to the above conditions, all matters of procedure shall be determined by the 
local authority. 

http://www.tameside.gov.uk/schools/admissions


 

ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS FOR  
STALYHILL JUNIOR SCHOOL 2018/19 ACADEMIC YEAR 

 
1 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 These arrangements apply to the admission of children, currently attending an Infant 

School, to Stalyhill Junior School in the normal admissions round for the academic year 
2018/19   

 
2 PUBLISHED ADMISSION NUMBER FOR STALYHILL JUNIOR SCHOOL 
 
2.1 The Published Admission Number for entry in September 2018 is 60. 
 
3 APPLYING FOR A PLACE AT STALYHILL JUNIOR SCHOOL SEPTEMBER 2018 
3.1 If your child attends Stalyhill Infant School, you will receive a letter in October 2017 from 

School Admissions advising you to apply online - using the online Application Form.  .  NB: 
Each online school application should be discussed with all parents and carers of the child, 
and only one application may be submitted for each child. 

 
3.2 The Local Authority may verify information you provide on the form, which could involve 

contacting other departments of the Local Authority.  In instances where the information 
provided is different from that held by them, they may use the information on this form to 
investigate further.  If false or misleading information is given, Tameside Local Authority 
has the right to withdraw the offer of a school place.   

 
4 THE PROCESS 
 
4.1 The online application form will open from 2nd November 2017 and will invite parents to 

indicate a preference for a place at Stalyhill Junior School, or at another Tameside primary 
school. 

 
4.2 Forms must be submitted online by the closing date of 15 January 2018. Parents/carers are 

responsible for providing any supporting information / evidence if appropriate by the closing 
date. 

 
4.3 Late applications will be dealt with as late and ranked after all applications received by the 

deadline.   
 
4.4 Changes to pupil details, such as a change of address, cannot be considered after the 

closing date, 15 January 2018. 
 
4.5 Decision letters in respect of places at Stalyhill Junior School will be sent out to parents on 

16 April 2018.  These letters will also inform parents of their right of appeal, and who to 
contact, if an application has not been successful. 

 
4.6 If parents indicate that they wish their child to be considered for a place at another 

Tameside primary school for September 2018, they will be sent a transfer request form in 
May 2018.  Completed forms should be returned to the Admissions Section by Friday 18 
May 2018. 



5 CRITERIA FOR ALLOCATING PLACES IF THE SCHOOL IS OVERSUBSCRIBED 
 
5.1 Where applications for admission to the school exceed the number of places available, the 

following criteria will be applied, in the order set out below, to decide which children to 
admit.  Children with statements of special educational needs where the school is named 
will be allocated places before the oversubscription criteria are applied.  The criteria for 
over-subscription are: 

 
5. Looked after Children or children who have previously been looked after but 

immediately after being looked after became subject to an adoption, residence, or 
special guardianship order.  
 

A looked after child is a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) being provided 
with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services functions 
(see the definition in section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989). 

 
2   Children who attend Stalyhill Infant School at the time of application 

  
3   Children and families with exceptional medical or social needs  

 
Written evidence must be provided by a suitably qualified professional – e.g. a GP or 
consultant for medical needs, or a social worker for social needs – the information must 
confirm the exceptional medical or social need and demonstrate how the specified school is 
the only school that can meet the defined needs of the child.  A panel of officers from 
Tameside MBC will make a decision as to whether to admit a child under this criterion, 
using the evidence provided.  Parents/carers are responsible for providing all information in 
support of an application by the closing date, officers of the Council will not ask for 
additional information.  All information provided will be treated in the strictest confidence. 

 
4 Sibling:  
 
This will apply where there are brothers or sisters attending the school at the time of 
application, who will still be attending at the time of admission, i.e. in the September when a 
pupil is admitted to Year 3.   Preference will be given to pupils living nearest to the school. 

 
The sibling criterion includes; natural sisters/brothers; half sisters/brothers; step 
sisters/brothers; adopted sisters/brothers; sisters/brothers of fostered children; children of 
the parent/carer’s partner, and in each case living at the same address. This allows for the 
admittance of children whose siblings will still be attending the preferred school.   

 
5 All other applications on distance 
 
Preference will be given to pupils living nearest to the school. 

 
Distance will be measured as a straight line from the child’s home address, using the 
address point assigned by the National land and Property Gazetteer, to the main gate to 
the school property.  Measurements will be made using the Local Authority’s school 
admissions data mapping software, which uses a Geographical Information System based 
on Ordnance Survey. 
 

5.2 Where oversubscription occurs in applying either criteria 1, 2, 3 or 4, priority will be given to 
  those pupils living nearest the school, measured as a straight line (as above).   
 
5.3 The address from which distance will be measured will be the permanent residential 

address, at the time of application, of the parent with whom the child is normally resident.  
Where a child lives with parents with shared responsibility, each for part of a week, the 
home address is the address from which the child travels to school for the majority of 



school days per week.   If the number of days is exactly equal the home address will be that 
of the parent who receives the Child Benefit. 

 
5.4 In the event of distances being the same for 2 or more applications where this distance 

would be the last place/s to be allocated, the place will be allocated to the pupil that is 
nearer using walking distance as measured using the local authority’s school admissions 
data mapping software.   

 
5.5 An adoption order is an order under section 46 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002. A 

‘residence order’ is as an order settling the arrangements to be made as to the person with 
whom the child is to live under section 8 of the Children Act 1989. Section 14A of the 
Children Act 1989 defines a ‘special guardianship order’ as an order appointing one or 
more individuals to be a child’s special guardian (or special guardians). 

 
5.6 In cases where twins, triplets, or other multiple birth siblings are split when allocations take 

place, they will be allocated a place over the Published Admission Number and will remain 
excepted pupils for the time they are in an infant class or until the class numbers fall back to 
the current infant class size limit.   

 
6 IN YEAR TRANSFERS 
 
6.1 Parents wishing to apply for an in year transfer to a school in Tameside should apply using 

the Common Transfer Application Form.  The Common Transfer Application Form can be 
obtained from the Headteacher of the school the child currently attends, if in Tameside or it 
can be downloaded from the Tameside Council website: www.tameside.gov.uk/admissions.   

 
6.2 Forms should be fully completed and submitted with any additional/supplementary 

documentation/evidence to the School Admissions Team to enable their application to be 
considered as quickly as possible. 

 
6.3 If you want to transfer your child to a school in Tameside, you must apply through 

Tameside Council even if you live in another area. If you want to apply for a school in 
another area, you will need to contact that area for further details of what you need to do. 

 
6.4 If a place is available in the requested year group, parents will normally be offered that 

place but there are some exceptions (see Fair Access Protocol section). 
 
6.5 Parents will receive an offer of a school place through Tameside Council and this can take 

up to 20 school days. 
 
 
7 IN YEAR FAIR ACCESS PROTOCOL 
 
7.1 All local authorities have a Fair Access Protocol for in year transfers that ensures the 

speedy admission of pupils who may experience difficulty in being allocated a school place, 
for example, if they have been out of school for a long period of time. With specific short 
term exceptions, all schools in Tameside are participants in the protocol, which may result 
in schools admitting pupils over their published admission number.  Full details of the In 
Year Fair Access Protocol can be found on the Council’s website 
http://www.tameside.gov.uk/schools/primarytransfers  

 
 
8 WAITING LIST 
 
8.1 If the school is oversubscribed the Council will maintain a waiting list.  The waiting list will 

operate until the end of the relevant school year.  Parents who have expressed the school 
as a preference and have not been offered a place at the school, or at a higher preference 

http://www.tameside.gov.uk/schools/primarytransfers


school, will automatically be placed on the waiting list.  All pupils on the waiting list will be 
ranked according to the oversubscription criteria.  When a place becomes available 
children who have been referred under the local authority’s Fair Access protocol or who is 
the subject of a direction by the local authority to admit will be given precedence over any 
other children on the waiting list. Then any places will be offered to the highest ranked 
application received by the date the place becomes available.  If new or late applications 
have a higher priority under the oversubscription criteria, they will be ranked higher than 
those who have been on the list for some time.  If the circumstances of children on the 
waiting list change (eg they move house) they should inform the Council immediately and 
provide appropriate supporting evidence. 

 
8.2 A place from the waiting list will only be held for two school days.  Tameside Council will 

use the information provided on the original application to contact parents, it is the 
responsibility of parents to change their details with the School Admissions Team if they 
move house or change their phone number.  If no response is received from a parent who 
has been offered a place from the waiting list within the 2 school day limit, it will be offered 
to the next child on the ranked list and so on until the place is filled. 

 
8.3 If a parent is offered a place from the waiting list and rejects it or does not respond to 

requests by email or answerphone message to contact the School Admissions Team, they 
will be removed from that waiting list.   

 
 
9 APPEALS 
 
9.1 Any parent who is refused admission to a preferred school has the right of appeal to an 

Independent Appeals Panel. For pupils with a statement of Special Educational Needs, an 
appeal can be made to the SEN and Disability Tribunal (details are included in the 
Statement). 

 
9.2 Parents, who wish to appeal against the decision of the local authority to refuse admission 

to a preferred school, should do so in writing, setting out clearly why your child should go to 
that particular school.  Information about appeals will be sent out with the allocation letter 
and can also be found on the School Admissions webpage 
http://www.tameside.gov.uk/schools/admissions.. 

 
9.3 The Appeals Panel will: 

 be independent of the school and the LA; 

 give the appellant, who may be accompanied by a friend or be represented, the 
 opportunity to make oral representation; 

 
9.4 The Local Authority will: 

 give the appellant at least ten school days notice of the time and place of the 
 hearing; 

 
9.5 The clerk will: 

 send the appeal papers to the appellant at least seven working days before the 
 hearing. 

 
9.6 The appeal shall be decided by a simple majority of the votes cast, the chairman of the 

panel having a casting vote. 
 
9.7 The decision of the Appeals Panel and the grounds on which it was made shall be 

communicated by the Clerk in writing to the appellant.  That decision shall be binding on all 
parties. Subject to the above conditions, all matters of procedure shall be determined by the 
local authority. 

 

http://www.tameside.gov.uk/schools/admissions


 

CONSULTATION ON ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS FOR  
TAMESIDE COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOLS 

2018/19 ACADEMIC YEAR 
 
1 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 These arrangements apply to the admission of children to Tameside community high 

schools in the normal admissions round for the academic year 2018/19.  Tameside will 
operate an equal preference scheme. 

 
2 APPLYING FOR A PLACE IN A TAMESIDE COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL SEPTEMBER 

2018 
 
2.1 If you are a Tameside resident you must make your application to Tameside Local 

Authority, even if you wish your child to attend a school in another Local Authority area.   
 
2.2 Tameside primary schools will forward details of children eligible to transfer to secondary 

school in September 2018 to the Local Authority Admissions Team, who will send out 
details of how to apply in September 2017.  The pack will contain details of where to view 
Moving On and a letter explaining how to make your application.  You should use your 
application to apply for any secondary school, whether this is in Tameside or in another 
Local Authority area.  Application details may also be obtained from the Admissions Section 
at Tameside MBC.  Moving On will be available on Tameside’s website.  NB: Each school 
application should be discussed with all parents and carers of the child, and only one 
application may be submitted for each child. 

 
2.3 The local authority may verify information you provide on your application, which could 

involve contacting other departments of the local authority.  In instances where the 
information provided is different from that held by them, they may use the information on 
this form to investigate further.  If false or misleading information is given, Tameside local 
authority has the right to withdraw the offer of a school place.   

 
2.4 If you are not a Tameside resident you must make your application to the Local Authority 

where you live, even if you wish your child to attend a Tameside school.  Application forms 
must be returned in accordance with your own local authority’s specific instructions and not 
to Tameside. 

 
3 THE PROCESS 
 
3.1 The application will invite all parents to indicate a preference for 3 schools, and to rank the 

schools in order of preference, giving reasons for each preference.  In allocating places, 
Tameside will operate an equal preference scheme. 

 
3.2 Your application must be submitted by the closing date of 31 October 2017, with any 

supporting information / evidence if appropriate. 
 
3.3 The council will follow the timetable set out in the coordinated admissions scheme. Late 

applications will be dealt with as late and ranked after all applications submitted after the 
deadline.   

 
3.4 Changes to preferences, ranking order or pupil details, will not be allowed after the closing 

date of 31 October 2017 except in exceptional circumstances, for example, if the family has 
recently moved address.  Evidence must be provided to support the request.  An intention 
to change address cannot be considered by the local authority until the move has actually 
taken place and proof is available, or parents may provide a solicitor’s letter confirming an 



exchange of contracts on a property, or a tenancy agreement and proof of disposal of 
current property.  No changes can be considered even where there are exceptional 
circumstances once information has been exchanged with the other admission bodies by 
the Council, because the allocations process has commenced.  In the case of secondary 
schools this date is the 17 November 2017. 

 
3.5 Notification of offers of a single school place will be sent out to parents on 1st March 2018.  

These notifications will also inform parents of their right of appeal, and who to contact, if an 
application has not been successful. 

 
3.6 Parents will not receive multiple offers. 
 
4 PUBLISHED ADMISSION NUMBERS FOR TAMESIDE COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOLS 
 
4.1 A list of all Tameside community high schools, with their respective Published Admission 

Numbers, can be found here:  http:/www.tameside.gov.uk/schools/admissions/1819 
 
4.2 Where applications for admission to any school exceed the number of places available, the 

following criteria will be applied, in the order set out below, to decide which children to 
admit. 

 
5 CRITERIA FOR ALLOCATING PLACES TO OVERSUBSCRIBED SCHOOLS 
 
5.1 Children with statements of special educational needs where the school is named in the 

statement will be allocated places before the oversubscription criteria are applied.  The 
criteria for over-subscription for community secondary schools are: 

 
6. Looked after Children or children who have previously been looked after but 

immediately after being looked after became subject to an adoption, residence, or 
special guardianship order.  
 

A looked after child is a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) being provided 
with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services functions 
(see the definition in section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989) 

 
7. Children and families with exceptional medical or social needs  

 
Written evidence must be provided by a suitably qualified professional – e.g. a GP or 
consultant for medical needs, or a social worker for social needs – the information must 
confirm the exceptional medical or social need and demonstrate how the specified school is 
the only school that can meet the defined needs of the child.  A panel of officers from 
Tameside MBC will make a decision as to whether to admit a child under this criterion, 
using the evidence provided.  Parents/carers are responsible for providing all information in 
support of an application by the closing date, officers of the Council will not ask for 
additional information.  All information provided will be treated in the strictest confidence. 

 
8. Sibling:  

 
This will apply where there are brothers or sisters attending the school at the time of 
application, who will still be attending at the time of admission, i.e. in the September when 
the pupil is admitted to Year 7.  Preference will be given to pupils living nearest to the 
school. 

 
The sibling criterion includes; natural sisters/brothers; half sisters/brothers; step 
sisters/brothers; adopted sisters/brothers; sisters/brothers of fostered children; children of 
the parent/carer’s partner, and in each case living at the same address. This allows for the 
admittance of children whose siblings will still be attending the preferred school.  In cases 



where twins, triplets, other multiple birth siblings, or other siblings whose date of birth falls 
within the same academic year, are split when allocations take place, siblings will be 
offered a place at the same school which may not be a preference school named on the 
common application form.  

 
9. Children attending the named partner primary school at the time of application.  

Preference will be given to pupils living nearest to the school.   
 
Preference will be given to pupils living nearest to the school. 

 
When a parent has moved from further than ½ mile to an address within ½ mile of a named 
partner school, whilst their child is in Year 5 or 6, and they have chosen to keep their child 
at their current primary school, this will be considered as an exceptional circumstance 
under criterion 4, provided details are given on the special circumstances form together 
with satisfactory evidence of the house move. 

 
10. All other applications on distance 
 
Preference will be given to pupils living nearest to the school. 

 
5.2 Distance will also be used as a tie-breaker where oversubscription occurs within any of 

criteria 1 to 4.  Preference will be given to pupils living nearest to the school. 
 
5.3 Distance will be measured as a straight line from the child’s home address, using the 

address point assigned by the National Land and Property Gazetteer, to the main gate to 
the school property.  Measurements will be made using the local authority’s school 
admissions data mapping software, which uses a Geographical Information System based 
on Ordnance Survey. 

 
10.4 The address from which distance will be measured will be the permanent residential 

address, at the time of application, of the parent with whom the child is normally resident.  
Where a child lives with parents with shared responsibility, each for part of a week, the 
home address is the address from which the child travels to school for the majority of 
school days per week.    

 
10.5 An adoption order is an order under section 46 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002. A 

‘residence order’ is as an order settling the arrangements to be made as to the person with 
whom the child is to live under section 8 of the Children Act 1989. Section 14A of the 
Children Act 1989 defines a ‘special guardianship order’ as an order appointing one or 
more individuals to be a child’s special guardian (or special guardians). 

 
5.6 In the event of distances being the same for 2 or more applications where this distance 

would be the last place/s to be allocated, the place will be allocated to the pupil that is 
nearer using walking distance as measured using the local authority’s school admissions 
data mapping software. 

 

6. ADMISSION OF CHILDREN OF UK SERVICE PERSONNEL 
 
6.1 The council acknowledges that service families are subject to movement within the UK and 

from abroad.  Although the council is not able to reserve places for blocks of pupils we will 
consider requests, if accompanied by an official MOD letter declaring a relocation date and 
a Unit postal address or quartering area address. For in year admissions places will be 
allocated, subject to a place being available in the relevant year group, prior to moving.  If 
we are unable to allocate a place at that. time, parents will be offered the right to appeal. 

 
 
 



7 IN YEAR TRANSFERS 
 
7.1 Parents wishing to apply for an in year transfer to a school in Tameside should apply using 

the Common Transfer Application Form.  The Common Transfer Application Form can be 
obtained from the Headteacher of the school the child currently attends, if in Tameside or it 
can be downloaded from the Tameside Council website: www.tameside.gov.uk/admissions.   

 
7.2 Forms should be fully completed and submitted with any additional/supplementary 

documentation/evidence to the School Admissions Team to enable their application to be 
considered as quickly as possible. 

 
7.3 If you want to transfer your child to a school in Tameside, you must apply through 

Tameside Council even if you live in another area. If you want to apply for a school in 
another area, you will need to contact that area for further details of what you need to do. 

 
7.4 If a place is available in the requested year group, parents will normally be offered that 

place but there are some exceptions (see Fair Access Protocol section). 
 
7.5 Parents will receive an offer of a school place through Tameside Council and this can take 

up to 20 school days. 
 
 
8 IN YEAR FAIR ACCESS PROTOCOL 
 
8.1 All local authorities have a Fair Access Protocol for in year transfers that ensures the 

speedy admission of pupils who may experience difficulty in being allocated a school place, 
for example, if they have been out of school for a long period of time. With specific short 
term exceptions, all schools in Tameside are participants in the protocol, which may result 
in schools admitting pupils over their published admission number.  Full details of the In 
Year Fair Access Protocol can be found on the Council’s website 
http://www.tameside.gov.uk/schools/primarytransfers  

 
 
9 WAITING LISTS 
 

9.1 If any school is oversubscribed the Council will maintain a waiting list.  The waiting list will 

operate until the end of the relevant school year.  Parents who have expressed the school 
as a preference and have not been offered a place at the school, or at a higher preference 
school, will automatically be placed on the waiting list.  All pupils on the waiting list will be 
ranked according to the oversubscription criteria.  When a place becomes available 
children who have been referred under the local authority’s Fair Access protocol or who is 
the subject of a direction by the local authority to admit will be given precedence over any 
other children on the waiting list. Then any places will be offered to the highest ranked 
application received by the date the place becomes available.  If new or late applications 
have a higher priority under the oversubscription criteria, they will be ranked higher than 
those who have been on the list for some time.  If the circumstances of children on the 
waiting list change (eg they move house) they should inform the Council immediately and 
provide appropriate supporting evidence. 

 
9.2 A place from the waiting list will only be held for two school days.  Tameside Council will 

use the information provided on the original application to contact parents, it is the 
responsibility of parents to change their details with the School Admissions Team if they 
move house or change their phone number.  If no response is received from a parent who 
has been offered a place from the waiting list within the 2 school day limit, it will be offered 
to the next child on the ranked list and so on until the place is filled. 

 

http://www.tameside.gov.uk/schools/primarytransfers


9.3 If a parent is offered a place from the waiting list and rejects it or does not respond to 
requests by email or answerphone message to contact the School Admissions Team, they 
will be removed from that waiting list.     

 
10 APPEALS 
 
10.1 Any parent who is refused admission to a preferred school has the right of appeal to an 

Independent Appeals Panel. For pupils with a statement of Special Educational Needs, an 
appeal can be made to the SEN and Disability Tribunal (details are included in the 
Statement). 

 
10.2 Parents, who wish to appeal against the decision of the local authority to refuse admission 

to a preferred school, should do so in writing, setting out clearly why your child should go to 
that particular school.  Information about appeals will be sent out with the allocation letter 
and can also be found on the School Admissions webpage 
http://www.tameside.gov.uk/schools/admissions. 

 
10.3 The Appeals Panel will: 

 be independent of the school and the LA; 

 give the appellant, who may be accompanied by a friend or be represented, the 
 opportunity to make oral representation; 

 
10.4 The Local Authority will: 

 give the appellant at least ten school days notice of the time and place of the 
 hearing; 

 
10.5 The clerk will: 

 send the appeal papers to the appellant at least seven working days before the 
 hearing. 

 
10.6 The appeal shall be decided by a simple majority of the votes cast, the chairman of the 

panel having a casting vote. 
 
10.7 The decision of the Appeals Panel and the grounds on which it was made shall be 

communicated by the Clerk in writing to the appellant.  That decision shall be binding on all 
parties. Subject to the above conditions, all matters of procedure shall be determined by the 
local authority. 

 
 

http://www.tameside.gov.uk/schools/admissions

